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§ 21.7124 Overcharges. 

VA may disapprove an educational 
institution for further enrollments, 
when the educational institution 
charges or receives from a veteran or 
servicemember tuition and fees that 
exceed the established charges which 
the educational institution requires 
from similarly circumstanced non-
veterans enrolled in the same course. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034, 3690; Pub. L. 98–
525)

PAYMENTS—EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE

§ 21.7130 Educational assistance. 

VA will pay educational assistance to 
an eligible veteran or servicemember 
while he or she is pursuing approved 
courses in a program of education at 
the rates specified in §§ 21.7136, 21.7137 
and 21.7139 of this part. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3015, 3022, 3032; Pub. L. 
98–525)

§ 21.7131 Commencing dates. 

VA will determine the commencing 
date of an award or increased award of 
educational assistance under this sec-
tion. When more than one paragraph in 
this section applies, VA will award edu-
cational assistance using the latest of 
the applicable commencing dates. 

(a) Entrance or reentrance including 
change of program or educational institu-
tion. When an eligible veteran or 
servicemember enters or reenters into 
training (including a reentrance fol-
lowing a change of program or edu-
cational institution), the commencing 
date of his or her award of educational 
assistance will be determined as fol-
lows: 

(1) If the award is the first award of 
educational assistance for the program 
of education the veteran or 
servicemember is pursuing, the com-
mencing date of the award of edu-
cational assistance is the latest of: 

(i) The date the educational institu-
tion certifies under paragraph (b) or (c) 
of this section; 

(ii) One year before the date of claim 
as determined by § 21.1029(b); 

(iii) The effective date of the ap-
proval of the course; 

(iv) One year before the date VA re-
ceives approval notice for the course; 
or 

(v) November 1, 2000, if paragraph (p) 
of this section applies to the indi-
vidual. 

(2) If the award is the second or sub-
sequent award of educational assist-
ance for the program of education the 
veteran or servicemember is pursuing, 
the effective date of the award of edu-
cational assistance is the later of— 

(i) The date the educational institu-
tion certifies under paragraph (b) or (c) 
of this section; or 

(ii) The effective date of the approval 
of the course, or one year before the 
date VA receives the approval notice, 
whichever is later.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3014, 3023, 3034, 3672)

(b) Certification by school—the course 
or subject leads to a standard college de-
gree. (1) When the student enrolls in a 
course offered by independent study, 
the commencing date of the award or 
increased award of educational assist-
ance will be the date the student began 
pursuit of the course according to the 
regularly established practices of the 
educational institution. 

(2) When a student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject, the com-
mencing date of the award or increased 
award of educational assistance will be 
the first scheduled date of classes for 
the term, quarter or semester in which 
the student is enrolled, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (b)(3), (b)(4), and 
(b)(5) of this section. 

(3) When the student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject whose first 
scheduled class begins after the cal-
endar week when, according to the 
school’s academic calendar, classes are 
scheduled to commence for the term, 
quarter, or semester, the commencing 
date of the award or increased award of 
educational assistance allowance will 
be the actual date of the first class 
scheduled for that particular course or 
subject. 

(4) When a student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject, the com-
mencing date of the award will be the 
date of reporting provided that— 

(i) The published standards of the 
school require the student to register 
before reporting, and 
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